


























JÖRN LEONHARD 

6. 

A 

Living with COVID-19, today's world is increasingly 

proving to an agglomeration 

lations, which is not uncommon in 

ical crises. 4 They a 

developments, achievements, and 

occurred over the last 

is some evidence that these initial paradoxes will 

remain with us into the near future. This includes, first 

of all, the juxtaposition of knowledge and ignorance 

about the pandemic, of information about routes of 

infection, disease progression, and treatment methods 

being shared globally while in a state of ignorance 

about realistic types of medication, the long-term 

consequences of illness, phases of and 

economic and political consequences of the pandemic. 

In addition, in the context of government reac­

tions, border closures, lockdowns, and emergency 

regimes, we get the feeling that our power to act is

restricted and our personal freedoms severely limited, 
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at 

ness of 

conspiracy 

same 

critical awareness of state 

are banking on a simple return to 

other words, in a time of crisis, '-UJ'"""'''" 

to a measure of effidency 

a criterion that 

the restriction individual rights. 

Ultimately, the 

of globalization and deglobalization is 

the paradox of the present: 

as an epidemiological .... ,.,�,..,", 

to 

viruses and the global dimension of the �.u,�uc.ut:'"· 

there are specific responses, reinforced 

by federal and municipal constitution and its new 

emphasis on the principle of subsidiarity. 

the juxtaposition of global and local to 

the COVID-19 pandernie means that 

are being permanently drawn, thus creating a 

form of competition between successful and unsuc­

cessful virus containment in different municipalities, 
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throughout the world. 

7. A TEST OF LEGITIMACY 

GLOBAL COMPARISONS 

Against this backdrop, we cannot make a simple 

causal connection between the experience of a crisis 

and trends towards authoritarianism, a connection 

that was often made in the early phase of the crisis, 

frequently in analogy with the period after W orld 

War I. But the COVID-19 crisis is not happening 

under conditions created by politics; it is not an easy 

fit for dictatorships. Rather, it seems that incre­

mental disenchantment with authoritarian regimes 

and neo-imperial claims intensifies if the latter do not 

meet societies' expectations of efficiency and under­

mine the problem-solving skills that are required. 

This is exactly where globalism, operating on the 

basis of available and shareable knowledge, data, and 

news, intensifies the comparisons. 

We could cite other paradoxes: for example, the 

simultaneities of absence and presence, growth and 

contraction, experiences that are shared while at the 

312 

IS COVID-19 A GLOBAL TURN!NG POINT? SOME H1STORJCAL PERSPECTIVES 

same are 

focus alongside a high degree 

So where have we arrived? 

point involves 

However, the COVID-19 �-''u'"'"'"n'" 

a definable ancien regime. 

of paradoxes we have outlined '"'r"�""'"'"'�" 

trans-of a world in upheaval, between 

formation, not created through a 

lution a single moment, but 

the gradual unfolding and ever 

a revo-

crisis. One thing is that we a 

things in what is supposedly new: we can now 

tify the crises of the European Union or 

American imperial tension more precisely 

the problern of the pandemic. at the same we 

can today no Ionger be as certain as we were a ago 

that something completely new isn't ernerging from 

beneath the surface of the supposedly familiar, 

apparently repetitive, the prefigured present, breaking 

through the hermeneutical framewerk of the narra­

tive of continuity. 

When in January 2020 journalists at Der Spiegel 

magazine commissioned a short text to mark the 

beginning of the new decade, the German playwright 

and essayist Botho Strauß wrote: 
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global trans-

no German reuni-

fication, no digital The most important 

came along unexpectedly. The future, what 

is to come, is only the fulfillment of has 

long looming or longed for. The historiography 

induction is now a questionable methodology. We 

should just try to write the history of emergences 

inconsistencies. We should distinguish the disruptive 

the evolving, discover that event in history that 

happens without advance notice or preparation. 

emergentist-who will have absolutely nothing more 

to do with continuity-will no langer describe the 

future as such [ . . .  )5 
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