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[bookmark: _Hlk41565376]Supplementary data figure 1. Preliminary experiments for optimization of the dose of intradiscal injection of TNF-α. Eight discs obtained from 2 tails, 4 discs per tail. After day 1 loading, discs from each tail were randomly injected with PBS, 100 ng, 200 ng or 400 ng TNF-α respectively. The dose of TNF-α in each disc was calculated as a concentration in ng per cm3 disc volume. Discs were cultured with daily physiological loading over 5 days, GAG (A) and NO (B) release in culture media after overnight free swelling were measured. Each bar represent the result of one disc. No statistical analyse was applied.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.tiff
NO release in culture media

(nm)

12

10

mPBS

Day1

Day2

100ng-35ng/cm3

NO

Day3 Day4

100ng-42ng/cm3

Day5s

1 200ng-76ng/cm3

GAG release in culture media

GAG

2

16
=
-
&
a

o 12
o
g
A

® 08
£
o
£

0.4

0

Day2 Day3 Day4 Day5

M 200ng-101ng/cm3 W 400ng-119ng/cm3 W 400ng-274ng/cm3




